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Security Snippets
Hong Kong Customs Seizes Suspected Cannabis Buds Worth About $2.2 

Million at Airport

Hong Kong Customs yesterday (December 12) detected a drug trafficking case involving baggage concealment 
at Hong Kong International Airport and seized about 11 kilograms of suspected cannabis buds with an 
estimated market value of about $2.2 million. A male passenger, aged 43, arrived in Hong Kong from Bangkok, 
Thailand, yesterday. During customs clearance, Customs officers found the batch of suspected cannabis buds 
concealed inside vacuum-sealed bags in his carry-on suitcase. He was subsequently arrested. The arrested 
person has been charged with one count of trafficking in a dangerous drug. The cases will be brought up at the 
West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts on December 15. Customs will continue to step up enforcement against drug 
trafficking activities through intelligence analysis. The department also reminds members of the public to stay 
alert and not to participate in drug trafficking activities for monetary return. They must not accept hiring or 
delegation from another party to carry controlled items into and out of Hong Kong. They are also reminded not 
to carry unknown items for other people.
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Americans are Worried About The U.S. Falling Behind on 
Investing in Airport Security Technology

A new Ipsos poll conducted on behalf of the U.S. Travel Association finds that a 
majority of Americans are worried that the U.S. is falling behind globally when it 
comes to investing in technology used to keep airport security moving efficiently 
and securely. With the nation’s 250th birthday, the 2026 FIFA Men’s World Cup, and 
the 2028 Summer Olympics on the horizon, few Americans feel that the U.S. Air 
Travel system is prepared to accommodate the anticipated surge in travelers. At the 
same time, the poll reveals Americans believe it is important for the country to 
deliver a safe and efficient travel experience for these landmark events. While 
Americans express concern about the current state of airport security infrastructure, 
the poll also reveals strong support for modernization efforts. According to the 
survey. Americans back security checkpoint updates that have already been 
implemented — such as allowing all passengers to keep their shoes on during 
screening — and the majority also support new policies under consideration, 
including leaving laptops in bags and permitting larger amounts of liquids through 
security. Lastly, few Americans are familiar with the 9/11 Passenger Security Fee, but 
once informed about it, the overwhelming majority agree that Congress should 
direct all of its funds toward investing in modern airport security technology.
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A pilot program has been launched at the Orlando International Airport (MCO) in 
Florida to help streamline the international departure process. The Enhanced 
Passenger Processing (EPP) program identifies passengers through biometric 
facial comparison. Travelers can get their faces scanned, as opposed to having to 
pull out identification documents for review. Partnering with the U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP), the 90-day pilot program will be tested in conjunction 
with three movement-tracking technology companies on select flights.
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DHS Moves to Eliminate TSA Collective Bargaining Agreement, 
Again

The Department of Homeland Security is again moving to rescind a collective 
bargaining agreement with Transportation Security Administration employees, 
despite an ongoing court case over DHS’ prior move to eliminate the TSA union 
agreement. In a Dec. 12 press release, TSA announced that a new “labor framework” 
would be implemented starting Jan. 11, 2026. The framework rescinds the 2024 CBA 
between TSA and the American Federation of Government Employees, the agency 
said. TSA said the decision is based on a Sept. 29 determination by Homeland 
Security Secretary Kristi Noem. 
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A Portland, Oregon, woman is accusing two airlines of allowing an intoxicated 
man to board shortly before touching her inappropriately on the plane. In a 
lawsuit filed on Wednesday, the plaintiff alleged that her fellow passenger 
sexually assaulted her during the flight. The complaint also claimed that 
American Airlines and SkyWest Airlines — which operated the flight for the larger 
company — were negligent in the assault she faced. Court documents show that 
the woman was returning from a business trip on Dec. 10, 2024, when her flight 
back home to Portland was delayed in Missouri. According to the lawsuit, a male 
traveler told her she was “sexy” and “beautiful” after he drank several beers and 
shots of liquor from an airport bar.

Complaint Alleges ‘Obviously Intoxicated’ Man Sexually Assaulted 
Portland Woman o Flight
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United Flight Attendant Arrested at Tampa Airport After Dispute 
with Cayman Airways Crew Member

A United Airlines flight attendant was arrested at Tampa International Airport (TPA) 
on March 8th, after allegedly touching a Cayman Airways crew member during a 
dispute on the employee shuttle. The incident, recently released through police 
bodycam footage on YouTube, has sparked debate over whether the arrest was 
warranted or was an excessive response to a minor confrontation.
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