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Security Snippets

NZ Man Charged Over Alleged Airside Security Breach at Perth Airport

A New Zealand man is scheduled to appear in Perth Magistrates Court today (31 December, 2025) charged with 
allegedly breaching a secure restricted area at Perth Airport. The AFP responded to a call for assistance 
yesterday (30 December, 2025) after the man, 25, allegedly activated a ‘break glass’ alarm and pushed past 
airline staff inside the international terminal, after he had been denied entry to a flight because he was 
allegedly intoxicated. The man then allegedly entered a restricted area known as ‘airside’ and walked onto the 
tarmac towards an aircraft, before he was stopped by airport staff, who alerted the AFP. The AFP charged the 
man with one count of entering an airside area or airside security zone of a security-controlled airport without 
permission, contrary to subsection 3.17(2) of the Aviation Transport Security Regulations 2005 (Cth).
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Transport Canada Warns Air India on Drinking Rules After Pilot's 
Vancouver Arrest

An Air India pilot was offloaded from a plane and arrested at Vancouver 
International Airport last week, with Transport Canada warning the airline that it 
faced loss of its flight authorizations if it did not comply with rules about alcohol 
consumption. Transport Canada said in a statement that the incident took place on 
Dec. 23, and it would engage with Air India and Indian aviation authorities to ensure 
"appropriate follow-up actions" were taken.
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The Canadian Air Transport Security Authority (CATSA) has introduced CT X-ray 
technology at Edmonton International Airport’s (YEG) Domestic/International 
checkpoint. Line 2 was the first to be upgraded, marking the beginning of a 
broader rollout across all screening lines at YEG. This installation is part of 
CATSA’s national strategy to upgrade screening systems across Canadian airports 
over a multi-year period. Passengers travelling through screening lines equipped 
with CT X-ray are no longer required to remove bags with permitted liquids, 
aerosols and gels (100ml or less), medical devices, or large electronics, including 
laptops, from their carry-on bags.
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Man Arriving From Malaysia Arrested at Hong Kong Airport After 
HK$3.1m Cocaine Seizure

Hong Kong Customs has uncovered a suspected drug trafficking case involving an 
inbound air passenger at Hong Kong International Airport, seizing approximately 4 
kilograms of suspected cocaine with an estimated market value of about HK$3.1 
million. The case centres on a 32-year-old male passenger who arrived in Hong 
Kong today (2 January) on a flight from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. During customs 
clearance, officers conducted an inspection of his baggage and discovered a 
consignment of suspected cocaine concealed within false compartments in six 
wooden wine boxes checked in as luggage. The man was arrested at the scene.
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EASA Advises Carriers to Avoid Entirety of Venezuelan Airspace

Europe’s safety regulator is advising operators to avoid the entirety of Venezuelan 
airspace, following the US government’s initiation of military action against the 
South American state. Carriers should not operate at any altitude within the 
Maiquetia flight information region, which covers the airspace of Venezuela, says 
the European Union Aviation Safety Agency. “The presence and possible use of a 
wide range of weapons and air-defence systems, combined with unpredictable state 
responses and the potential activation of [surface-to-air missile] systems, creates a 
high risk to civil flights operating at all altitudes and flight levels,” it states in a 3 
January bulletin.
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Fake Passport Bid Thwarted at Chandigarh Airport

Immigration officials at the Shaheed Bhagat Singh International Airport, 
Chandigarh, foiled an attempt by a foreign national to travel abroad using a forged 
Indian passport and arrested the accused on Wednesday. The accused was identified 
as Mohammad Nasir, claiming to be a resident of Guwahati, Assam. However, 
investigations revealed that he is an Afghan national. He was scheduled to fly to Abu 
Dhabi on IndiGo flight 6E-1418 from Chandigarh. According to officials, the fraud 
came to light during document verification at the immigration counter, where it was 
found that a look out circular (LOC) had already been issued against the accused on 
the directions of the FRRO (Foreigners Regional Registration Office), Kolkata. 
Further scrutiny revealed that he had fraudulently obtained an Indian passport.
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Thailand has successfully completed the ICAO Universal Security Audit 
Programme – Continuous Monitoring Approach (USAP-CMA), with preliminary 
findings indicating significant improvement in national aviation security 
oversight. The assessment covered key operational areas including legislation, 
training, quality control, airport and aircraft security, passenger and baggage 
screening, cargo and mail security, response to unlawful interference, and 
facilitation measures.
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